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Government Contracts and the CISG

Keynote Speech at the 10th Conference on International Arbitration
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and the UN Convention for International Sale of Goods,
Universidad Panamericana, Mexico, 13 February 2025

Ingeborg Schwenzer”

Introduction

Defining Government Contracts

Challenges in Applying the CISG to Government Contracts .......

Exclusion of the CISG in Government Contracts

Conclusion

In this speech, Professor Ingeborg Schwenzer provides a comprehensive
overview of the legal issues arising from the application of the CISG in
the context of international government contracts. The speech begins
with a brief examination of the key features of international government
contracts. It then addresses the main challenges in applying the CISG to
international government contracts, including issues under the
applicability test (Art. 1), excluded types of sales (Art. 2), and mixed
contracts (Art. 3). It further explores legal issues related to the exclusion
of the CISG in government contracts based on party autonomy (Art. 6).
Professor Schwenzer reiterates the autonomous application of the CISG
in resolving these applicability issues and advocates for the CISG as a
modern, comprehensive, and uniform solution for international
government contracts.
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Ingeborg Schwenzer is Professor emerita of Private Law at the University of Basel,
Switzerland, and former Dean of Swiss International Law School. Additionally, she is an
adjunct professor at Bond University, Gold Coast, Australia, and has been an adjunct
professor at City University, Hong Kong, and at Griffith University, Brisbane, Australia.
From 2011 to 2018 Ingeborg Schwenzer has been the chair of the CISG Advisory Council.

She is also active in all areas of legal practice.
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